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Pictured: LROC-sourced high-resolution image of the
Moon's Reiner Gamma region, which is one of the
most distinctive and enigmatic features on the Moon.
Reconnaissance images like these will help navigate
Intuitive Machines’ IM-3 mission, a planned robotic
lunar landing mission under NASA’s Commercial
Lunar Payload Services (CLPS) initiative. IM-3 aims to
be the first to land inside the Reiner Gamma swirl.
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HOUSTON, May 18, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Intuitive Machines, Inc. (Nasdaq: LUNR)
(“Intuitive Machines”, together with its subsidiaries, the “Company”), a space technology,
infrastructure, and services leader, is now the prime contractor for operations of the Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter Camera (“LROC”), a key instrument aboard NASA's Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter ("LRO"), and the ShadowCam instrument, a specialized lunar imaging
camera on board the Korea Pathfinder Lunar Orbiter that provides visibility in light obscured
conditions such as dark and shadowed regions of the Moon.

Pictured: LROC-sourced high-resolution image of the Moon's Reiner Gamma region, which is one of the most distinctive and enigmatic features on
the Moon. Reconnaissance images like these will help navigate Intuitive Machines’ IM-3 mission, a planned robotic lunar landing mission under
NASA’s Commercial Lunar Payload Services (CLPS) initiative. IM-3 aims to be the first to land inside the Reiner Gamma swirl.

Under the $15.5 million cost-plus-fixed-fee three-year prime contract for LROC and the $4.5 million cost-plus-fixed-fee three-year prime contract for
ShadowCam, Intuitive Machines is leading imaging operations, data storage and analysis, and mission support. The Company also is leading LROC’s
Moon surface mapping operations, and advance ShadowCam imaging of permanently shadowed regions.   

Intuitive Machines plans to interpret and integrate the publicly available LROC Planetary Data System archive for its lunar data relay satellite
constellation to provide orbital and surface navigation services across government and commercial exploration.

“Exploration is empowered by data-driven insights,” said Intuitive Machines CEO Steve Altemus. “The experienced LROC team has mapped and
analyzed the lunar surface in unprecedented detail. Now working alongside our data services group, the LROC team is advancing secure, real-time
navigation and precision surface operations, laying the foundation for scalable lunar data services.”

Since LRO’s launch in 2009, LROC has captured more than 2.6 million Narrow Angle Camera (NAC) and more than 640,000 Wide Angle Camera
(WAC) high-resolution images of the lunar surface as part of the LRO mission. The mission delivers insights that help shape lunar policy, guide
infrastructure planning and development, and establish a framework for deep space exploration.

The LROC images are used to generate global terrain models, high-resolution local terrain models, derive surface feature and composition maps, and
provide landing site analysis data supporting NASA’s Artemis campaign and commercial lunar missions. This data represents a significant portion of
the more than 1.8 petabytes stored on NASA PDS and serves as a digital backbone for modern lunar mission planning and surface operations.

Intuitive Machines is establishing foundational infrastructure required for secure, sustained lunar operations by combining the capabilities of its

https://ml.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/c5acfd8a-7587-400c-8f76-c2a9f2f9da36


planned lunar data relay satellite constellation with the deep space navigation expertise of its wholly owned KinetX subsidiary and the extensive lunar
imagery and analyses generated by the LROC team.

About Intuitive Machines   

Intuitive Machines is a leading space infrastructure company that builds spacecraft, connects networks, and operates infrastructure-as-a-service for
commercial, civil, and national security customers.    

With a proven track record across the space domain, the Company, through organic growth and portfolio expansion, has built over 300
spacecraft, delivered over 260 kilograms of payload to the lunar surface, and provided precision navigation expertise that has guided spacecraft
across our solar system.  

These capabilities form an integrated Built-Connect-Operate infrastructure service company, enabling customers to achieve mission and campaign
outcomes through a single prime solution. Intuitive Machines’ technology has been demonstrated across the space domain and is engineered to
support the next century of opportunity in space.   

Contacts

For investor inquiries:
investors@intuitivemachines.com

For media inquiries:
press@intuitivemachines.com

Forward-Looking Statements  

This press release includes “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, as amended.
These statements that do not relate to matters of historical fact should be considered forward looking. These forward-looking statements generally are
identified by the words such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “continue,” “could,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” “might,” “plan,” “possible,” “potential,”
“predict,” “project,” “should,” “strive,” “would,” “strategy,” “outlook,” the negative of these words or other similar expressions, but the absence of these
words does not mean that a statement is not forward-looking. These forward-looking statements include but are not limited to statements regarding:
our expectations and plans relating to our LROC and ShadowCam contract, including information regarding our expectations on revenue generation
and contract performance. These forward-looking statements reflect the Company’s predictions, projections, or expectations based upon currently
available information and data. Our actual results, performance or achievements may differ materially from those expressed or implied by the forward-
looking statements, and you are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward looking statements. The following important factors and
uncertainties, among others, could cause actual outcomes or results to differ materially from those indicated by the forward-looking statements in this
press release: our factors detailed under the section titled Part I, Item 1A. Risk Factors of our Annual Report on Form 10-K filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (the “SEC”), the section titled Part I, Item 2, Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of
Operations and the section titled Part II. Item 1A. “Risk Factors” in our most recently filed Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q, and in our subsequent filings
with the SEC, which are accessible on the SEC's website at www.sec.gov.  

A photo accompanying this announcement is available at https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/c5acfd8a-7587-400c-
8f76-c2a9f2f9da36

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=QXI3i60X0NzDrIj1LazqQFSREWvHWZy2cdc60p2I5jAdKwE1CRZiUEb5YJDR8rhNoBfRFHO279aY0P1gZ-W_39hOQ0vvk-jYGG3U_pVxrUcf9UEXraX_noqa7Jqlf1d6aqzM5P0YESEMpbhgmFHR5fSxa6-K8G0NE5gniu_2kUZ7VFEtTzE9QYmo5w2ARVALvpxufP-vlD_l6hFVndqxbJf0b13PPBJBbfboAJOlNpychWNFLyXLXwKfTYkz-DpkirIVbQEci1W3KCHRbbCQCtcGSrJ1bRmBTZk8irF7S3_z77ceefl5tSBcXhEBbCbRicw3Z_X0iyURZS8mjcZUSHJiAlfLCqpP5_x08IS85Nrtp9n86oJQ4l4FJE0I9Ey-AoPD0Ai1kQ8prm5rOkousQRJOeWeMroePmweoV7uOtD2P7KzGGHYjUAGTsM41WUZCHZ52Cir7z3PRVhlAANEfsp3AR9WXIlxMAiBx0qMRxYZvdxe5HR_QafOyVjEgjWKQShwbtkJhCiMJGEHoLxDwPhUgF8aPEKum-Hxph84IN0B3KFNbHBcFRt9Xjqg6q35
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=yAXspfFTw-JllcpSpFX9Gukc3MOJW00GwjbiABlXzts9UKOvw_vxfmhvVPcNNN2Ca699e0yrpfFfZQg0B_-qtyxLj0j69xJCxrn3pRdXlM107LMfwP8dW3EfiL9uZ2ybpX8hJ2dm0Yp48x-jyXmKPqJ6w3m1khVXfCEeGjRZNT_s4ABMTLKGUHpaSD28PxXWJO86JXNOXzPkojB2leXXfVgQ1o6Tg187shCxuB1VypYVRh2GjbnPeS7YtAG6qdMp9EnY8MHK_d4mO_Q0LsHJaFDRSctHQauOCYbOVH1_URRhFeSQUi8EewURzEdVUT-4rNtN4K-Fu_pWRC99XlPl42NZ_b1H7Oqsm4sARRysHh-AtTede7tWsmPKE4VytL_ogh4_hBwzo2jx3GX3MFfiXEI2Z1PjgTOHiwnNTz87ggBvze8v-8qCDNM00j6W1zGUODB8vw3lEN51wbruhywlBdZ2Az3ksRkW2cyU0cX9yPsxlvihkhcM4Rg-YwmZ0FTTo162gMEZf9AkOcbM0ZlnCUQOkIkCizSpYMSk97B7rfasRxeIlh9xHvM9_d_HK2Og
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=1Amw-8mU0bsY8CN5OQtaXo6oR1cOjgpMsfXyIouon1mf40ROlT_JcKWt0rVKyvynXcM4TtSAZu3U15dJfloahYXmy8_oCzoP7WZnRiRqE1RpzELvGkz8_k6V6yy9P9svb_CX1hw0E9KpncqPXcpkTL1Ft5sceIF1kbqOF_QCj9n4nscfPBMLJyisZ6sANlnAU5Knj1M3gHfJRG-5F4AZuX4t2F_0FdcDa9-N7biSQLJz8VbdC50vbiahDhd-MD3nuHYudWMhKgQlyek0a5Lo2A==

